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‘the yrorld-cvery. realfn to'be certain he wouldy when the 
epportunity was not|wanting. 3) 
. The only vircunijtance. worth relating is, that in the 
yee 707 he was left commander-in-chief at Spithead and 
‘ortimouth, by fir John Leake, who had ftruckhis flag for 
a fhort time. In Aug: 8, 1710; he retired altage-_ 
ther from the naval fervice, being appointed governor of 
Jamaica, Returning in 1714 to England, he appeared 
no.more in-public We all the year 1729, when he was 
appointed one of the commiflioners for executing the 
ice of lord highadmiral. This he,continued to hold 
till the 13th of £7385 after which time he had no 
appointment of any kind till the 25th of March 1746, 
when he was made. governor of Greenwich-hofpital, as 
fucceffor to the unfortunate fir John Balchen. In this 
very Honourable ftation he died, on the sth of April 


17546 
Gee adléd tay Jahe Hanitltons danghter of! Jatoes, 

earl of Abertom. “By her he had three fons, two of whom 
furvived him; anda daughter, named Elizabeth, married 
10’ Francis, lord Brooke, afterwards earl of Warwick. | 

HARDY, Sir Thomas,s«was a native of the ifland of. 
Goernfey.. His firlk entrance into the navy was under 
epee of admiral Churchill, to whom he is faidto 
have been clerk, and who afterwards procured him to be 
appointed a Sieutenant. "We can find no other particu= 
Jars relative to this gentleman prior to his being promoted, 
on the. 6th of January 1693, to be commander ashe ‘Charles 
firefhips ‘He did not long remain, captain of this veffel, 
being, in the month of. May following, removed into the 
Swallow Prize, a fmall frigate of eighteen guns, ftationed 
to protect the trade of Guernfey from the depredations of 
the French Privateers, 4 ‘ Rai aaele 

t ea) of this gentlemanis life is fin 
Barren of meat We find not the fmalleft sa Sf 
made of himy notwithftanding we are well perfuaded he 
‘attained to the command of « ship of the line very foon after 
his entrance intothe fervice,and never appears to have been 
posta / The only coc vation ye pe iy ran 

is being chgaged in, during the rei; 
fevio that wes copia of the Pendennis of forrpeine 
Vout. B puny 
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gens, in the month of OGober $696, he was fm= 
ployed to convoy the maft fhips frpm Norway. Soon 
after the acceffion of queen Anne we,find him captain of 
the Pembroke, of fixty guns. After the failure of the 
expedition geainit Cadiz, whither he had accompanied 
- fir George Rooke, he happily became among. the firlt 
caufes of that very important conqueft * immediately 

after- 





* Mr. Leake, the editor of the life of fir John Leake, has taken 
eather extraordinary pgins to depreciate the charafler of this gentle 
man. He is pleated to reprefent him as ‘* fo ignorant of fea affairs 
that he did norknow one rope from another.” After finking every 
thing relative to the important fervice captain Hardy afforded on this 
oceation, and which was rendered fill more woriby of popular and 

blic applaale by the fevers] cieutallances which stiended ity Nite 
Pesce adds very invidioufly, ‘+ having the fortune to be fent to 
England with the news of the faccefs of fir George Rooke at Vigo, he © 
‘war knighted and received a reward of one thoufand pounds, without 
having fignalifed himfelf by any a@ion."—Leake’s Life, page 296 
1. What documents Mr. Ledke might be in pollelhon of, that could tre 
Gace bhim te treatthe charaéter of fir Thomas fo barfhly we kaow not, but 
© We think it abare 26 of juflice to his memory to abferve, the highelt opi- 
bb wal stimaeillyentecinclot lit conta on thu oogalion, sabe 
ayplaufe beflowed on him was not exceeded by thofe public honaurs, 
auunificently and moft defervedly beftowed on {uch commanders, at 
afterwards Tar cit piokalbopportenny of scgeiving tamcin diesganes. 
rife ietel j 
er Other hiflorians have borne the moll honourable telimony ta 
smert whichy in julticetothat, ewe as totheir capeurinekal ate 
own words, " He, (captain Hardy) was put upon fo dificult s 
‘piece of work, that had he not been a véry experienced fea-officer, and 
‘aninently zealous for her prajetty's feeviee, he hadnever compaifed it, 
for not to mention that the ficet had niade many various couries, by 
zeafon of uae vqriahleneleof she weather, of which he. mull ave a 
journal in is beady the ead of bis hip was lols which endangered 
5 5 amatts, his fhap very leaky, and hienfelf and all his men were te- 
uced 10 two bifkets aday; however, notwithfending al! thele ditf- 
culties, and the preffing inftances of his mica to bear away for England, 
the erifed il the Gir of OBtober, when he found the fle, and ac: 
ted fix. George Rooke with his news.” ; 
The following concile and truly honoureble account of hits (ervices 
ywas.given.in the GascticNo. 3858, with the notification oF his kay- 
ing tezelved thie Kotiout of Haighthood. v 
“ «© Sts James's, OGober 3t, 4705 
» ler majefly has bezn pleafed to confer the ovud oF Becpit- 
hood uy omar Hardy, Elg; captain of her majefty’s thip Pembroke, 
4s eonkideration of his good fervice, in gaining amd git ta obsical 
ooke 
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\ 
aficywards-effected pt Vigo Sir George Rooke’ himfelf 
was fo highly pleafdd with bis condnét on this occafion, 
that he chofe him.to be the meflenger of that fuccels 
which his aétive conduét had molt eminently tended to 
produce. 

He received; in confequence; the rewards mentiened 
by Mr, Leake, and juflly; he was alfo promoted to the 
Bedford; a third rate of feventy guns. In this thip he ac~ 
companied fir Cloudefley Shovel to the Mediterranean in 
the following year, and appears to have been highly en- 
tru(ted by that great commander. Wile the fleet was on. 
its paffage to the Mediterraneans fir Thoma’ was detached 
with the Bedford, (his own thip) the Montague, Pem- 
broke, and Lizard, to Lagos, in ordet to procure intelli- 
gence, but unhappily without ficcels. The Portuguefe, 
cither being ignorant of the motions of the French, or wil- 
fully refufing to communicate what knowledge they did 
pols though the governor is faid to have received politive 


Rooke the intelligence, which was the occafion of our great fuccefs at 





Vigo.” 

‘Pic readeravil be nararaliyled to enquire in what manner fr Thomas. 
becante poffelled of this intelligence, which he procured in the foll dw» 
ing maanct.—His chaplain, a Mr, Beaavoir, a native of Jerfey, hap 

ng to go on thove at Lagos where he Eagle, Pemb , Seerlieg 
Eehig and fome iranfpara Bod put in to wars, fll, By scatlent, fond 
company with the Freach conful, who incautioully boalted of the are 


+ rival of the Spanifh galleons, under convoy of Monfeur Chateau Re« 


naud, bat without mentioning at what port. Fortune fill continuing 
ina favourable mood —a day or ewoafter this, a melfenger arrived from 

sthon, with difpatches From the Imperia} minifter for the priace of 
Hills, "who war Suppofed to be ill un board dhe fet. By him the 
intelligence was contirmed, with the addition that Vigo was the place 
where the fleet in quellion, confiing of thirty thips of war and rwenty- 
two galleons, had putin for fecarity. ‘The chaplain with much adroit 
nefs contrived to decoy the meffenger 10 go on board the Pembroke, 
althongh he knew the prince of Helis, whom ‘he was in fearch of, had 
rocceded to Lifbony in order that captein Hatdy raight be the beiter 
fatished of the truth of the information, and take his mealures ace 
cordingly. ‘The chaplain the inant he got on board, although it was 
then the middle of the night, went to th® captain aad informed hima 
what he had learnt. This being confirmed in the morning by the ral 
teltimony of the meffenger, captain Hardy communicated the whole,to 
<aptain Withart, the fenior officer of the detachwient. ‘The bappy and 
glorious refule is well known, 
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Buns, in the month of Oober -}696; he was 
ployed to convoy the matt fhips frpm Norway. Soon 
after the acceffion of queen Anne we,find:him captain of 
‘the Pembroke, of fixty guns.’ Afier the failure of the 
expedition againit Cadiz, whither he had accompanied 
fir George Rooke, he happily becamé among the firtt 
eaufes of that very important’ cohqueft * immediately 
after: 





# Mr. Leake, the editor of the Ife of fir Jubn Leake, hax taken 
rather exieordiaay ios to depreciate the curable af 
tman. He. is plealed fo reprefent him as ** {0 ignorant of 
that he did aot’ know one rope from snoiber.!?” Afier fiaking every 
thing relative to the important fervice captéin Hardy afforded on this 
gredion, dod which war readcced fil mare worthy of populer and 
sublic applaule by the fevers] eircumfances which sttecded it, Mr- 
aoe adds very invidioully, “ having the goed fortune to be'fent to 
cor 


e Rooke at Vigo, he 








England with the news of the faccels of fir 
‘was knighted and received a reward of one thouland pounds, witboue 
Raving fenced bitte by any aftion.”——Leake's Life, page aot 
«What documents Wir. Leske might be in pofltion of, that ceuld ine 
ace bit to treatthe charaAer of fir Thomas fo hardhly we know not, but 
we think it abare #6 of juflice to his memory to obferve, the highelt ayi- 
pind wes univerfolly entertained of hit conduft on this oggafion, ong the 
aPplaule beflowed on him war nos exceeded by thofe public honours, 
pmunificently and moft defervedly bettowed om fach commanders, ies. 
seerwards fad the grestell opportunity of acquiing famein the ents 
fe irfelf. < 
P Other titorianr have borne the matt honowable relimony 10 bis 
merit, which,injaltice to that, as well as totheir candour,we: ive tie 
theix own words, Hle, (captain Hardy) was put upon fo a 
piece of work, that had he not been a very experienced fea-ofticer, and 
‘eminently zealous for her puajetty’s ferviee, be had-never cormpailed it, 
for hot to mention that the fleer had niade many.various courfes, by 
resfon of the variablencfs of the weather,, of which be mult have a 
journal in his bead, the head of bis hip was Joole which endangered 
is malls, bis thip very Icaky, and hitnlelf and all his inen were fe- 
duced to two bilkes & day; However, notwithRanding At thel Gi. 
‘cidlics, and the preffing inllances of his tied ¢o bear away for Bigland, 
Be cruifed a: ihe étin ‘of Oftober, wher: he found the fiegt, and ac 
sfisinted fie Gedrge, Rooke with his news,” cides 
‘The following concile =] truly honourable account of lis fervices 
wus given jit the GazcticaNo. 2868, wiih Uic solieatiow WS Uee- 
ling reccived tit hopault ‘of kitighthood. 


Sto aivia's, OBobir bu, Ubi: 
«6 Flee aujey is heen pleatee SUCRE Me Meooee oh ea 
ood upd Sha Hardy, Efg; captain oF ich misjchiy's Orig Peinbecke, 
i fashdcaton of hs god Grice in gutiog tad giving su odd 
J ‘ a 
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aftezwards effected st Vigo: Sir George Rooke himfelf 

was fo highly plea(dd with his conda& on this occalion, 

that he chaie him .to be the meffenger of that fuccefs 

which his aive conduét had mott eminently tended ta 
luce. 

He teceived; iia confequencey the rewards mentiened. 
by Mn Leake, and juftly; he was alfo promoted to the 
Bedford, « third rate of feyenty guns. In this thip he ac~ 
companied fir Cloudefley Shoyel to the Mediterranean in. 
the following year, and appears to have been highly en- 
tru(ted by that great commander. While the fleet was on 
its pales tothe Mediterranean, fir Thoma’ was detached 
with the Bedford, (his own thip) the Montague, Pem- 
broke, and Lizard, to Lagos; in order to procure intelli- 
gence, but unhappily without ficcefs. ‘The Portuguefe, 
either being ignorant of the motions of the French, or wil- 
fully refufing to communicate what knowledge they 
poffefs, though the governor is faid to have received politive 








Rooke the intelligence, which was the occafion of our great fuccets at 


Vigo. 
The neaderaill be naturally ted tocnquireinwhat manner Gr‘Thomas 
became polled ofthis intelligences which he procured in the fll 
fag manner —His chaplsiy a Mr. Benuvoi native of Jerfey, bap 

ing co go on thore at Lagos, where he Ragle, Pembroke, Sterling 
EEGs snd'fome trantport bad pat in to water, fll, by seetdent, inte 
tompsny withthe French conful, who incautioully boafted of the are 
Hal of be galleons, under convoy of Monfieur Chateau Ree 
aud, but without mentioning at what port. Fartane fill continging 
ina favourable mood—a day or two after this, a melenger arrived from, 
Lifkon, with difpatches from the Imperia) minifler for the prince of 
Helfe, ‘who was fuppofed to be @ill un board the fleet. By him the 
intelligence was confirmed, with the addition that Vigo was the place 
‘where the fleet in queftion, confing of thirty thips of war and twenty- 
tvo galleons, had put in for fecurity. The chaplain with much adroit~ 
snefs contrived to decoy the meffenger to go on board the Pembroke, 
although be knew the prince of Helfe, whom he was in fearch of, 

oceeded to Lifbon, tn order that capteio Hlatdy aight be the better 

fatisfied oF the truth of the information, and take hie mealures ac- 
cordingly. The chaplain the inant he got on bosrd, atthough it was 
then the middle of the night, wen. 10 th® captain and informed him 
‘what the had learnt. Thisheiog confirmed in the morning by the oral 
refimony of the meflnger, captain lardy communicated the whalesg 
captein Withart, the fenior officer of the detachincat. The happy and 
glorious refult it well known. 
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orders from the king, to give fir Clougeileyall the informa 
tion in his power*. He met with ro very memorable 
occurrence during the continuance of the fleet in the Me— 
diterrancan, or on its paflage thither, “The only circum- 
cumftance which occurs, beyond the ordinary routine of 
dary and fervice is, that he had the good ‘fortune to cap- 
ture a valuable fhip from St. Domingo, laden with fugar- 
When the fleet was about to return to England, it being 
then the latter end of October, fir Thomas was detached 
with the Bedford, Somerfet, and Lizard, ta Tangier, 
where, having executed his inftru€tions, which were only 
fo catry thither fome papers relative to the treaty at that 
time négociating with the emperor of Morocco; he re- 
turned to England, and anchored in Plymouth fotind on the 
rath of November, a few days before the arrival of Gr 
Cloudefley with the remainder of the flect. 

He continued in the fame fhip during the following 
year, and accompanied fir George Rooke on the ever 
‘memorable expedition to the Mediterranean, his thip be- 
ing onc of the divifion under the command of rear-admiral 
Dilkes. Sir George Rooke, who failed, with a part of 
the ficet only, in the month of January, haviiig refitted his 
thips, failed from the Tagus, on a cruife, the beginning 
of March. Rear-admiral Dilkes’s divifion formed a part 
af his force; and advice being received, by a Dutch pri- 
vateer, that three Spanifh ¢hips were feen to the foush- 
ward the night before, the rear-admiral was ofdered to 
proceed in (earch of them, with the Kent, Bedford, and 
three other thips of the linc. On the i2th they got fight 
of the enemy, who were all captured after fome refiftanc: 
but fir Thomas does not appear to have been perfonally 
engaged in this encounter, as there is great reafon to fup- 

We the enemy had furrendered before either himfelf or 
Mtr. Dilkes could yet up. He alfo was not concerned in 
the attack of Gibialtar, but was eminently fo at the battle 








‘ 
* Sir Thomas however i faid, both by Mr. Secretary Burchet, and 
Mr. Leake, to have procured intelligence, # that twenty-two great 
fhips had palled by Faro, from Well France, into the Streights and 
that the confal there was informed, they had above forty thips of war 
—Leake’s Life, page 65+ ig 

o} 
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of Malaga, which prefently fucceeded it, having had, 
feverity-four men killed and wounded. 3 

During the fuccegding year no particular mention is 
made of him; but we believe him to have returned to the 
Mediterranean, in the Bedford, under the command of 
fir Thomas Dilkes, who was difpatched, in the month of 
February, with a reinforcement of five {hips of the 
for the fy uadron on that ftation, then under the command 
of fir Jolin Leake. He was removed into the Kent at 
the end of the year, and returned to England with fir C, 
Shovel. In the early pag of the year 1706, he was ap- 
pointed to ferve under fir Stafford Fatrborne, whom he 
attended in his expedition to the river Charente, and after- 
wards in that more fuccefsful one againft Oltend*. At 
the latter end of the year he was appointed to command, 
with the rank of commodore only,a {mall fquadron ordered 
to cruife in Soundings, as well for the protection of trade 
as in the hope of intercepting fome of the enemy's cruifing 
frigates and privateers, which had for fome time paftdone 
conliderable mifchief. He met with but fmall fuccefs 
while employed in this fervice. The moft confequential, 
and, indeed, only inftance we find related of it is, his hay- 
ing, in about ten days after he {ailed, captured a Freneh 
Ietter of marque, mounting twenty guns, which proved 
not only a very valuable prize to himfelf, and thofe under 
him, but was of confiderable advantage to the nation, asit 
was a remarkable faft failer, and had done conliderable 
injury to the Britith commerce, having taken two prizes 
but a very few days before. 

The reit of the aperations of thts fquadron were con- 
fined merely to the at of keeping out as much on his 
ftation as the weather, his ftuck of water and provifions 
would permit, and in occafionally convoying to England 
fach flects as had put into Ireland, afraid to enter the 
Britifh Channel without a contiderable efcort. He con- 
tinued uninterruptedly occupied in this kind of fervice till 
the beginning of the month of July, when he was ordered 
to efcort, to a certain latitude, aif under given reftric. 
tions, the outward-bound Lifbon fleet. His condud, in 
the execution of thefe orders, excited againft him mueh 





See the life of fir Stafford, vol. Hi. p. 130, et feq. 
B3 popular 
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popular chitiqur ®, which did hot, inthe fmallell gree, 
affe@ his reputation. ‘The fire of trith purged away the 
calumny 





“® We cannot, perhaps, givea better ad more itnpartial xccount of 
thi YanfaAlion, than by laying before the reader Gir Thomas Hartiy's 
“cade, prefented wo the houle of lords for them to decide upon, toge! 
‘wich an abtira of the proceedings of the cpust-martial held on the ace 
¢afion, and its decilion. 
“ee That naval commander (fir Thomas Hardy) received an order 
from bis royal highnels, the lard bigh edmiral, dated the ad of July 
3767, dicetliog him to vonvay, wits Gueral asa of yar, all the out- 
vward:bound trade thatwere ready to fail, and fee them fafe about 
‘one hundred and twenty leagues beyond the Land's End. He was 
then to detach with them forme men of war, under the command of 
caplain Kirktown and he himfelf, with the reft of the fhipe ander his 
epaimind, to cruile in (ach lation or Mations as fhouls be thought, 
upon advifing with the (everal captains with him, the mot proper for 
meeting with and prote@ing the bameward boynd Lifhon trade. 
This order further direfted, thar in cafe fir Thomas Hardy fhoubd, 
his pallage from Spithead into the Soundings, get fight of the fquadr 
of Preach (hips, which had been latdly (een pif the Livaid, He wos 
forthwith to detach captain Kirkgown ftom him on his voyage to Lif 
don, at before-dircéed ; and he, with the reft of the thips under hig 
goramand, to give chale to, wad ule his otmof endeavours to come up 
wigh, and take, and dellroy the (aid thips of the enemy ; byt if he found 
that ke could got come up with them, he was fo ¢ruife in the Sounds 
ings as before diredted. 

% Sic Thosnas Hardy, purfuant to this order, oiled with the fqua- 
Aron under bis command, and the outward-bound merehant-men§ but 
being feveral times forced buck by contrary winds, it was the e7th gE 
‘Auga 1707, before they got 93 leagues fram the Lizard. About 
half an hone pall two that alternoon captain Kirktown, in the Defi- 
anee, tat was in the rear of the Meet, made the fignal of feeing Gx 
fail; which being alfo feen’about three, right aftern from the maft- 
head of the Kent, fir Thomas Hardy broughi-to for the reany that were 
a gitat way off} and {prcad very much, to come up with the body of 
the fleet, confifling in all of about two bundred fail. 

« Belween three and {pur o'clock, fir ‘Thomas Hardy perceiving 
that the Gx (ail came up with him apate, notwithfanding it was hitele 
‘withd, and thereby judging they might be feekers, made the figna] for 
the fhips chac were 10 cominue with him to chafe to windward, and 
plfo chafed himfelf with them, both to prevent thele fix fail from, 
taking (ome ofthe heavy {plore and to ty 0 come up with then iy 
‘cafe they were enemies. . 
£-# About five the fix fail were (eon from jhe Kene’s deck, making 

fall the fail they could, before the wind, after the fleet: foon after, 

hey Shortened fail, and brought-to to {peak with one anather : where= 

upon fic Thomas Hardy, believing them to be the French fquadron 

mentioned in his orders, made the fignal for the Lifbon fleet 10 Bat 
w 
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ealumny and drofs, leaving the genuine chasater, ke 
pure metal, unalloyed, valuable, and perfe&t. . 








whill he with his own {quadron continued to chafe, to windward, the 
enemy, whe had formed themfelves into a line of battle, 

* About fix, the fix (ail bore away and flood to the eaftward from, 
him. He with his (quadron made after them, and continued ‘the 
-chafe till near feven o'clock; but then confidering that i wad alm 
wah that the fini i wore phen paved 104 sol lin A wi 
ye, he Taw no probability of coming up with, or kecping fight of thet 
it being Tittle Finds and aierefore crade the Ggecl far the cy 2 
‘with him to come on board, that he might advife with them, according 
to the order before-mentioned. 

‘The refult of this confultation, which was Gigned by fourteen 
capiains, wag, that fr Thomas Hardy thould leave off chafe, and left 
the enemy (fuppofed to be Du Guais fquadron, of whofe Beygth ‘he 
‘was informed by a lciter from the admiralty, dated the 8th Ae 
1797) fhould pals by him in the night, and fal) upon the erade, whi 
could noi be protefied by the convoys direEled (o be left with thei 
all the captains wnanimoufly agreed, that it wat for her rhajely’s fer- 
vice to bear away, and keep company with the Lifhon Acer nll 
got 120 leagues, at lea, from the Lands End, according to his royal 
highne(’s orders. i 

%« Sir Thomas Hardy complicd with their advice, and faw all the 
Dect fafe as far as he was dire€ted: bur upon the complaint of fome, 
merchants, furmizing that fir Thomas Hardy bad not chafed tholix 
fail, a court-martial was ordered to examine his conduét thereig. The 
court having examined him, and taken the depofitions upon oath of 
captain Rofley, of the Northumberland ; captain Strickland, of the 
atau capeeta Walton of the Canterbury; Bémond Hook, fit fiche 
tenant of the Kent; William Efford, matter of the Kent; Genrge 
HE, maflengf the Nalfna; Jobo Parrot, mafler of dhe Cancerhory 
and Stephen Self, firft mate of the Kent, gave the following fentence: 

At acoart-martial held on board yer majelly's thip Albemarle, 
en Friday the 10th day of Ofober 1707, in Portfmouth harbour, 

Prefent, 
: Sir Joun Leaxx, Kot 
Vice-admiral of the white fquadroa of her majelly's lect, Prefident, 
ralker, 
Lumley, 
Mania, 
Captains 4 Meads, 
| Gore, 
Steward 








S Toquiry wat made by th eoart into the procediogs and conde 
of fir Thornas Hardy, captain of her majefly'a (hip the Kents 
commander of a fquadron of her sah hips appolpted ta ¢ruu 

4 a 


Paul, 
All diely form porfuant 19 alate af of parliament, &c. 
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Sir Thomas, completely and honowtably acquitted of 
“this 





ja she pee = with relation to the fix fhips they fay on the 27th 
day of Augult lait, about 93 leagues fouth-well from the Lizard, [up- 
tobe a Squadron ‘of the enemy’ thips under the cainmand of 
Goai Trouin, it being laid to his charge that he did amir and 
to chafe the faid fhips of the enemy, notwithftanding that, bj 
s royal highnefs the lord Righ admiral’s ordereof the 2d of July laff, 
is required, on fight of gay fbips of the enemy, to sictach captain 
aa IN the Clore-fhups, vitloallets, ee, bouad for Litton 
bot with the felt of the thips under his command to give chafe to, an 
tafe bis ntmoft endeavours to come up with; ‘snd to take and deftroy 
the enemy. ‘ 
* The court having rifily examined into the matter, it appeared 
evidence, upon oath, of the officers and others of fcveral of the fhips 
n in company of fir T. Hardy, that foo after their feeing the Ihips 
Rietaid, he Bel uke See Hienal for the Whips et were tersmniince 
with him to chafe, and then the fignal for captain Kirktown, and the 
trade with him, to purfue their voyage ; and that he with his Gusdion 
continued te chafe till near feven in the evening; at which time, 
Finding that they did not gain any thing upon them, the faid fhips bes 
ng then about nine miles difant from him in the wind’s eye, and 
night coming on, he called a confultation of the captains, where it 
‘was agreed to be mait for the fervice to proceed in company of cape 
tain Kirktown, and the trade with kim, 120 leagues, a3 hjs intiraions 
sdirefi, rather than continue an uncertain chafe, which miglit pie the 
enemy an opportunity of geting by and falling in with the trade after 
{eparation.. The court having fully confidered his whole proceedings 
therein, are of opinion that fir Thomas Hardy hath complied with nis 
royal highnels, the lord bigh admiral’s orders, both with regard to 
chafing the cnemy as alfo proteAing the trade; and, accordingly, 
the court doth acquit the (aid Gr Thomas Hardy from the charge huid 


apiott him, 














Signed LEAKE, 

* OVENDEN WALKER, 
Henay Lucey, 
Steruex Matin, 
T. Means, 1 
Henny Gonz, 
Cuantes Stewart, 
J- Paur. 

% This fentence was tranfimitted to his royal highnels, with the de- 
poftions upon oath of the feveral witneffes. “And (ome time after 
abefe papers were (ent for, gnd read before her majefly in coungil : 
but though it then appeared that fir Thomas Hardy was fairly acquite 
ted by the court-martial, yet the proceedings of that court were, on 

25th day of November 1707, read before his royal highnels, the 

ah adavisal, apd the lollowing flog ofcers, sdeniral Churchill, 

Ge Bablord FaiibouFn, fir John Leake, fir George Byng, fr Juha 
Norris, fir James Withart, who all approved the femence of the 
court-martial, and gave their opinions under their hauls, raat 
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this charge, continued to command the Kent tilt 
‘ tha 











«All shit not eying fone attrac ofthe city, the paper ren 
Jating to fir Thomas Hardy’s ‘tial were Isid before the houle of corm 
mons; but when they were read before the committee, thofe ver 
Hlemen who had cae for them, finding ‘Thomas Hardy o clefly 
Jjuflified therein, would not purfue the bufine’s as they had defigned. 

w Afterwards, upop a complain the houfe of Jordy made by dhe 
smaller of a Canary thip, that fir T. Hardy bad refufed to convoy him 
from Plymouth to Port(moutb, their lordihips ordered fir Thomas to, 
auend the houle, which diredted him to attend the committee, The 
Jatter took accafion to examine likewife the papers relating to bis 
trigl: and after they had read them on the gth of Feb: ors, 
fir Thomas Hardy, with two merchants and the mailer of the Canary 
thip were called in before their lordihips, Sir Thomas having fhewed 
his orders to warrant his refulal of convoy, he was ordered to with 
draw; and foon after captain Philips, deputy-ulher of the black rod, 
came ont to fir Thomas, and told him that their lordthips found 
he had fully juified himfelf, and done his duty in every re(pedt, and. 
fherstore that betwns difcharged from any farther attendance upon that 
commiuee.’ 

The editor of fir John Leake’s life, who certainly is rather biafled 
in Gr Thomas Hardy's disfavour, has, ncverthelefs, candour enough 
to make the following remark on this occafion. 

“ Je nataraMy ocours upon this trial to obferve, how vexatious and . 
troublefome the merchants have frequently been, and may be to tie 
officers of the uavy ; for when their ends of gain are not fully anfweredy 
then follow heavy complaints, and, right or wrong, fome perfon mult 
fuffer to appealg them. If the admiralty caule the MriGef. inguiry, 
and it does not fui them, then to be fire they favour their own officeres 
if a couremartial acquits, they are cenfured at favouring one another € 
Jaflly, iF they are difappointed in what they would have, #f no perfon cam 
be comvifled LRCALLY, they fy to parliament, to be at leafl as vexatious 
as efile: and, after making a grcat builley it all comes to nothing, 
which bas been the cafe of mgf of our merchants complaiuts again 
officers of the navy, the fault being generally found ta be in themafclves 
oor the mafters they employ. This is a bad return to thofe brave of- 
ficers, who freely expole their lives in time of war, for an uncertain 
reward, that thee treders may in the mean time enjoy wealth and 
peace at home,” : 

‘Campbell, who hae given the above cafe almoft verbatim, as hig 
account of the foregoing affair concludes very properly. 

“There never was, perhaps, a more juft fentence than this, or pro» 
nounced upon fuller evidence, and yet fir Phomas Hardy had his con 
du canvatfed afterwards ia every place where it was pollible to call it 
in queltion, which ia ‘pite of all the prejudices that prevailed at that 
time, turned very much to his advantage, for he not only efcaped all 
senfure, but continued to be employed, and acquired greater Boooee 

‘om 
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the month of January 7707-8", when he was appointed 
farft captain to fir John Leake, who was juit before in- 
velted with the chicf command of the flect bound to the 
Mediterranean. Mer. Leake, the editor of fir John’s life, 
wfes. much argument in endeavouring to convince the 
swajld, ‘that this appointment was not the effect of that 
aeditiral’s free unbialfed choice ; but we have little reafon 
to think it otherwife, even from the author's own fhewing. 

In the firlt inftance, he gives us in the memoirs alluded 
to, two years before this time, an extract from a confi- 
dential letter, written by fir Thomas + to fir John Leake, 
then at Lifbon, waercin he expreffes himfelf in terms too 
affectionate and familiar 'o exift, except between men molt 
truly, and cordially attached to each other. 

Sir John had jult before ated as prefident of the court- 
martial which, in the moft unqualified and onoysable 
manner, acquitted fir Thomas of the offence laid to his 
charge: and had the latter not becn certain his conduct, 
both as a brave commander and an able feaman, had ftood 
the moft critical teft; had he not well known that, in the 
ferutiny alluded to, it was impoffible for the difcernin; 
eve of fo able a man as fir J. Leake, to difcover the {mallet 
opr! in his conduct, he never would have been’ weak 
enough to folicit fo high and refponfible a truft under the 
ian, of all others inthe world, moft capable of reprefent- 
ing to thofe, who are fuppofed to have recommended him 
on this occafion, the impropriety of their patronage. Sir 
Jotm himfelf, had he. not on his part been perfectly well 








from the slcating up this charge, than he could have done by karely 
tonvoying the ficet if no fuch accident had bappened.” 

Thus we fee the condu& of mercantile people, aided by their 
eonfant.and worthy coadjators ube mob, bath in all times raifed thera 
up au the fcourge of honell bravery, and vibiers of thole who have 
gallantly defended them, and their property. 

‘He went out for afhort cruife under the command of commodore 
Evans, in the Burford; and, with the Dover, captain Mathews, cape 
‘tured a French Sigste, of owenty-fix guns, which appears to have bem 
abe only semar cireuhflance which o¢curred during the time the 
Oe fein 
+4 Gee his life, page 214, bis words are thefe, ‘ they. are burryiiny 
aepercn, tanta Groage Byng sp conte igor lah oe 
setlully got a grant vogonut in the Royal Ant deliev 
el wah thule tips * 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied both of the propriety of his conduét on the forte 
occafion, and hisability to undertake the traft he is fai? we 
have folicitedon the prefent, would, Fertlalys in that fair, 
open, and manly ftile, which ever marked his condua, 
haye remonitrated againit the injury ef obtrnding upon 
him for fo high ftation, fo intimately conneéted with his 
own, a perfon of whom he entertained an ill opinion, and 
who, of courfe, could not be entitled to his confidence. 

As to captain Stephen Martin, to whom, according to 
Mr. Leake, fir Thomas was injuriayfy preferred, though 
no man poffeffed an higher charaéter, which he alwaye 
maintained ; yet, at the time ally to, he was, ac~ 
cording to the cuftom of the fervice, a much lefs like 

fon to be appointed to fo high a flation, in rank ¢ 
fo a rear-admiral, than fir Thomas. The date of the 
Jatter gentleman's firft commiffion, as a captain in the 
navy, we have already given. Captain Martin did not 
attain the fame rank tili the month of March 1702, up- 
wards of nine years after him; fo that the compliment 

aid to captain Martin, for fubmitting to Serve under fir 

‘homas, is too far firained, to do that gentleman, whom 
it is intended to honour, any credit, 

The moft probable ftate of the cafe is, that fir Join 
Leake, being well xcquainted with fir Thomas's fufficient 
abilities to undertake fo high a truft, cither a@ually did 
make choice of him on this occafion, or, at worft, moft 
cordially acquiefced in the recommendation faid to have 
been exerted in his favour. The event fully eRablithes 
the truth of this fuppofition, the moft cordial confidence 
appearing to have always fubfifted*between them ; a con- 
fidence that could not have arifen, had their mutual friend- 
thip been cooled, in the fmalleft degree, by the interyen- 
tion of a compulfive connexion, or a private preference 
given to any other perfon as fitter-to hold the ftation 
alluded to, 

Sir Thomas did not officially take upon him the duties 
of his ftation rill the fleet arnved, at Pifbon. The cir- 
curnftances which “prevented ‘him’ were fuch as, in our 
‘opinion, refieét on him the higheft honour, notwithftand- 
ing Mr, Leake exproiles himfelf of » very different opi- 
nion. Having, «as‘-may namrally be fuppofed, muck 
‘private bufinede to-arrange and (ettles previous to his wh- 

Eg dertaking 
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dertaking'a diftant voyage, it was agreed between fir J. 
Leake and himiclf, that he thould join. him from Ply- 
gaouth. Sir Thomas Inving concluded his psivate con- 
Gerns, was on his way thither, when he received informa- 
fion that dir John, and the feet, had proceeded down 
Channel the day before. In this dilemma he prudently 
and initantly determined to remedy bis former delay as 
much as poflible. The Burford was then laying in the 
Sound under orders to join fir John; and fir ‘Thomas 
going on board failed immediately for Lifbon, to which 
port he fuppofed fir John had proceeded. He arrived 
there feveral.days Before the admiral, anc on their jundtion, 
firft found, to his utter aftonifhment, his former informa- 
tion falfe. 

‘The fleet having taken on board, at Lifbon, fuch ne- 
eeflaries as were immediately needed, it was refolved, in 
a council of war, to proceed without delay for Vado, in ' 
order to convoy from thence a large body of cavalry de- 
fined for the (ervice of the enfuing campaign in Catalo- 
nia. Sir John, foon after his arrival, difpatched fir Thomas 
to wait on the confort of the arch-duke Charles, at that 
time. contending for the crown of Spain, tn learn her 
Preafure relative to the embarkation of herfelf and. fuite, 
which it was refolved dhould be convoyed to Spain by the 
Britith fleet. He returned from his embafly on the och 
of June, with her majefly's refolution to embark, in ten or 
twelve days, jult without the city of Genoa, which the 
determined not to enter, becaufe the republic had refufed to 
acknowlege her as queen of Spain. 

Sir Thomas was appointed to receive her majefty 3 and 
fir John having, on this occafion, removed his flag from 
the Alberaarle to the Cornwall, ordered him to take under 
his command the Albemarle, with four other fhips of the 
line, and a yacht for that purpofe. The queen having 
embarked on the 2d of July, the admiral re-hoilted his 
flag ‘on board the Albemarle, and foon afterwards failed 
for Barcelona, where fir Thomas had the honour of re~ 
ceiving a valuable diatnond ving as 2 prefent from her 
_najefty, the then queen of Spain, in teftimony of her high 
_eftcern and approbation of the care, attention, and refpect 
he had fhewn her during her short. voyage. ‘Nothing 
material occurs relative to fir Thomas dyring his 

con~ 
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continuance in the Mediterrancan with the major part 6 
the ficet, with which he returned to England in the mont! 
of OGober. 

We find no mention made of fir Thomas after this 
time till the beginning of January 1710-11, when he was 
promoted to be rear-admiral of the bluc: We have,no 
other way of accounting for this non-employment, which 
we believe to have been the cafe, but from fir John Leake’s 
having himfelf been in the fame predicament. Mr. 
Leake's account confirms-us in the propriety of this fug- 

eftion, for he quaintly, and feemingly forgetful of his 
fevere animadverfion on fir Thomas's formes appointment, 
Jays, that “ when that admiral (lir John Leake) was on 
the 26th of January 1710-11, nominated admiral-in-chief 
of her majelty's flect for the third time, he made choice 
of his brother-in-law, captain ay Martin, to be his firlt 
captain in the room of fir Thartas Hardy, wha had lately been 
made rear-admiral of the blue.” ; 

The firft comutand fir Thomas was invefted with, after 
his promotion, was of a fquadron of four fmall {hips of 
the line, and as many frigates, deftined for the blockade 
of Dunkirk. Having hoifted his flag on board the Can- 
sesbuty, of fixty guns, he arrived off the above port on the 
‘aft of May, and immediately ordering three of his light 
thips into Flemith road, they drove into the harbour two 
privateers of twenty guns each, and a dogyer of cight, 
which, with fome difficulty, effeéted their efeape, covercd 
by a very heavy fire, which the enemy opened from the 

ier heads, on their purfuers. There were at this time 

four thips of fixty gins each, and fwo frigates, laying in 
the harbour difmantled, befides a fmall fquadron which 
fir Thomas foon after received information was fitting for 
fea, To intercept this, as well as a convoy that was 
daily expeéted from Bretagne, now became his principal 
wbjedts. Both, however, efesped his vigilance; not 
from any want of aédtivity or diligence in ‘himfelf, 
but from’ flrong foutherly and fouth-welt wind, which 
obliged him to-quit his ftation afd put into Yarniouth 
roads. - Here he was laying on the 8th of Auguft, when 
he received ofders to convoy the outward-bound Ruflia 
ficet to the nerthward, as far as the Orkneys, and then 
return with the.moft expedition into the Downs, adviée 
being 
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sig Srasaoel at homie that the French naval partizany 
De. was ready to put to fea from Dunkirk, with one 
two-decked thip and three frigates. Sir Thomas having 
executed the firlt part of his orders, by convoying the 
Roffia ficct as far as the Shetland iflands, and then making 
a detachment fufficient to protedt them to their deftined 
port, returned with the remainder to the Downs, from 
‘whence he was immediately afterwards ordered to fail to 
the weltward, in {earch of Du Caffe. Here he was again 
as unfuccefsful as he had been when employed before 
Dupkirk, the enemy efceping; and the fmall fqua- 
dron, commanded by De Saus, taking the opportunity of 
his abfence, flipped out and fell in with the Virginia fleet, 
capturing fixteen out of twenty-two fhips, which come 
poled it. 

No part, however, of this misfortune wag imputed cither 
to the mifcondudt or negligence of fir Thomas *, who put 
into Plymouth, with his fquadron, for the winter, on the 
23d of Odtober. In the following year he was continued 
in the fame command, and failed from Plymouth on the 
8th of January, with a {quadron of fix hips, He at firtt 
amet with nothing either very memorable nr fuccefsful, 
his good fortune being confined to the capture of three or 
four inconfiderable prizes in the month of February. 
The moft remarkable event which marked this cruife 
was the fecond efcape both of Du Caffe and Trouin, 
whofe fquadrons he was principally {tationed to intercept, 
but which were happy enough toeludc his utmott vigilance: 
neverthelefs, it is but juftice to him, to declare he ufed, 
every effort that abiliry'and a@iivity could poffibly faggett 
and, as Campbell very fairly obferves, continued to ad 
effe@tually, and take all the care in his power to diftrefs 
the cnemy in their naval concerns, till his diligence in this 
refpeét was fuperceded by the conclufion of the peace. 

he month of Augutt produced a {cene fomewhat mare 
confequential : he fell in with fix fhips and a Tartan, to 
which he iomediately gave chace. The largelt of thefe 
haifted a broad white pendant, and threw aut a fignal for 





It is faid to have been at Grit intended, that the expedition fent 
thie year sgain ft Quebec, under fir Hoveaden Walkar, fhould, ia his 
‘Read, have been Convoanded by fc Thames Hardy, 

the 
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‘the ref to forma line, on the fuppofition, as they after 
confelfed, that their purfuers were four flufhing privat 

and two prizes. Qn a nearer approach, finding their mift 
take, they hawled clofe to the wind, and crouded all the &il 
they could, hoping to efcape. Their utmolt efforte to 
effeét this purpafe were in vain, for about five o'clock far 
Thomas wag <lofe ae with the commanding hip, cated 
the Griffin, a veflel of forty-four guns. She had been ia 
the king’s fervice, but was at the prefent time lent, uy 
him, to the merchants, and was bound to Vera Cruz wi 

a very valuable cargo of bale ds. The chevalier 
D’Aire, a knight of the order. o: St.eLouis, her com- 
tuander, iamediately brought to, and.fent his boat, with 
the firlt ligurenant and other officers, ‘on board the fla; 
ta inform fir Thomas, that, before he failed from Brett, 
he had received an account from Paris, purporting, that 
in a few days the queen of England’s pals vould Ee, feat 
bim; but pe the, wind becoming fuddenly fair, he was 
advifed not to lofe fo good an opportunity of proceedis 
well on his voyage, io wait for what could only, in the 
Gtuation of affairs at that time, be conlidered as a mere 
matter of farm. 

Sir Thomas, however, with much juftice, told the French 
officer, that as the Griffin had no pafs, he certainly thould 
conlider her as 2 legil prize, and accordingly fent his fisit 
lieutenant ta take poffeffion he himfelf, with the reft of 
hig {quadton, continuing the chace. This he did with 
fuch fuccefs, that out of the remainder, three were capy 
tured, and one blown up juft as her commander had given 
grders to trike. One of the fhips captured producing 
ie prea pate, was immediately releafed, The re- 

inder, were brought into port; but fach was the com- 
sails of the Britith miniflers of that time, that fir 
_ Thomas, and the captors, after a Jong and expenfive fujt 
tovobtain the condemnation of the vel el jut mentioned, 
were obliged ta,campromife the matter by acce; an 
ereibec int ortzar, afuoy/of many Ox ieee 
their valpe:, An,ill compenfation so thofe brave men who 

shes, and an aét of ridiculous tendesnefs to an 

, Parting the want of the pals totally out 
“faffciently fhewn by their condudt ‘in 
ortning {ail and drawing into a line, that, although to 
a faperieg 





ge “RIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 


a fiyperior force they were ready to plead an ignorance of 
hoftilities, yet they were at the fame time perfeétly ready 
30 a8 offenively againft chofe whom they thought thems 
felves able to cope with. 

The peace at Ryfwic taking place immediately after 
the foregoing event, fir ‘Thomas ftruck his flag and had 
no other appointment during the reign of queen Anne. 
At the acceffion of George the Firlt he’ “fe continued 
reat-admiral of the blue, and was in fo high an eftima- 
tion, both for political integrity and profeffional ability, 
that, at that dungerous and critical time when none ‘but 
men, whofe princiglesand general conduét were thoroughly 
underftood, and placed far beyond the reach of fufpicion 
‘or envious malice, could exped to be fingled ont for a 
‘command, this gentleman, who has been fo much afperfed 
by Mr. Leake, was invefted with that at Plymonth, in order 
to forward the equipment of a fquadron, left France, 
or any other foreign power, fhould attempt fome thing’ in 
favour of the pretender. : 

In the year 1715, it was judged neceffary to fend a 

owerful fiect into the Baltic, under the command of fir 
John Norris*: fir Thomas was appointed at the farne 
time his fecond in command. The events of this expedi- 
tion were totally unintercfting; but fuch as they were 
they will be found related in the life of the commander- 
in-chicf. No mention whatever is made of fir Thontas, 
who is faid, in a variety of MS. minutes relative to the 
tranfations of the navy, to have been, in the following 
year, difmiffed the forvice. If the above information’ 3s 
really true, we profcfs ourfelves totally at’a lofs to account 
for this treatment. His former conduét never appeared 
“to have deferved it; and his continuance in fervice under 
the new fovereign fufficiently prove him to have been 
thought not to have merited it, even by thofe who were maft 
likely to have examined the former conduét of thofe they 
employed with a fufpicious and wat, eye. “During the 
aft expedition in which he appears to have been employed, 
(there is not the {malleft trait of any part of bis behaviour 
‘that could, in any degree, render warrantable fo harfh 
violent a meafure: neverthelefs,- from the mula 















© See his life, vol. ii. pe 949s 
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in the Colchefter, after the reft of the fleet return 
England, he oti ayidim, in Se telivgine years 

to the climate, wl ad, in the preceding one, ne 
remarkably fatal to firch 2. eee his cotemporarii 

e se was brought back to England and ee in 


WRDWELL aan Na a eRiow to us, ae . 
tive to this gentleman, but that he was appointed com~ 
mander of the Julian Prize, a {mall pee: Li the roth of 
ise 1693. ‘No mention’ is made even of the time of his 
leath. 

KIRKTOWN, or KIRKTAINE, Robert,—was;: on 
the 23d of November 1693, made commander of the 
Roebiick firethip. He was ‘quickly promoted to forme 
Ship of fuperior confequence ; but in which he had no 
opportunity of diftinguifhing himfelf. In 1695 we find 
*him captain of the Roebuck, a fourth rate, then employed 
to ervile in foundings, He had confiderable fuccels in 
this kind of fervice, having captured fome privateers, 
which, notwithitanding they were not formidable in point 
of force, had done’ ack mifchief to the Britith 
merce. Towards the clofe of the year he was fent to the 
Mecditerrancan, under commodore Moody, to convoy the 
outward-bound Turkey fleet. He contimied in the Me- 
diterranean as a cruifer after his return from this fervi 
and, in the month of Augutt followi Prize o' 
very valuable fhip, outward-| found, oat M Marfeilles to 

‘inico, mounting twenty guns. On his return to 
England, and his original occupation as a  cruifer’in 
ter ay, had the good fortune, in the bec al 


ber 1697, to capture a bap frigate of, 
er at Rj king’ plac ee 
after this time, the Roche onto ‘out are ‘eommiffion 5 
and he’ bs no other Epi wig aya dee acceffion of 
queen. Anne. . 
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fiteltewce 
£ Bonadventure, He ity To op 
pelea 10 gen Gaihe grea, 
1. He met with fo sacks 
spearraana the fmall | netieneee 


afterwards. 
ae Rate in which Bees, ae in the Bava 
er, to Newfoundiand; and from thence failed, to- 
the clofe of the year, with thofe veffels that wre 
jed for the Mediterranean. peste) efcorted' them ‘to, 
their He real pee nbs NS 
ae with fu ips as were 40 acco naa Tae 
In his paffage down towards the vaio 
Pr fm was breed ma as higheft ae 
is port he repaired to 4 
and { tie ace where he arrived the begin- 


© month weg 1698-9, he was ordered to the 

ae under the aie ia commodore George 

‘Warren, who was fent thither to Be dag a eae ice 
band of pirates, who had fettled on the iland 

y and had. safer as thofe feas. “The coe 


\c @ ng. Hay his arrival on the ftatic 
rol ‘on captain Lit 
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tai of fifty a ich thip. 
ae inline Chabal, soa bie 
prote While thus employed he had no 
eae that of taking two or three fmall 


war and privateers; but in the following yes 
fd mall s jas Fn the tonne ‘Augud 3 
~~ ordered to cruife in Soundings, together with the 


Vorcefler, botli of them Hains, 
commanded by the Seat, Bokenham and Butler. ‘T 
Chatham being a-head, Bo 


EG ee swith two French thips of 
war, called the Jafon and the Augutt, about two o' 
in the morning of the 28th, and enggged them both Very 
clofe for'a fhort time, till the day broke, when the enemy 
feeing the other thips coming up, bore away and endea- 
woured to cfeape. The Chatham and ber companions 
‘gave chace. An interrupted aélion of Tome length rook 
ace, and the enemy at laft furrendered, as foon as the 
lway_ was able to get up and engage alfo*, In the 
month of Se he brought into Plymouth two large 
privateers belonging to St. Maloe’s, one mounting eigh- 
teen, thelother twenty guns, which he had taken at the 
entrance gf the Channel; and in the fame month, a few 
days; A it o nel before the ea fuccelss 
aj a Fren ic mounting twenty-cight guns. 
Na eae is made of this eertaesca, reletee the 
tation on which he was Ree eae year 1704, 
smoft probably it was in the Channel. We find but litdeno- 
tice taken of him after this time till the 1710, when he 
was appointed commodore of the Weft India {quadron. 
He was, nor ean this filance relative to him, con- 





ftantly ery 1 in aétive fervice, princi if not 
sy tae Wein, hcee he Mea cade of 
7 on a naval war, | by the cc of the 
enemy in the fame part of the wore, ‘may well account 
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ér Bocachica ealtle, which ftands at the entrance. 


Caches tae. Thus pine 
during the night ; and the. next mozning, |W 
in for the land, got fight of four large 
immediately gave chace, One of thefe K ed 
. to be the vice-admiral of the galleons; who miflaking 
Mr, Littleton’s thips for Du Calle’s {quadron, lay-to for 
the greatelt part of that day, fo that, abour fix at night, 
the two headinoft thips of the fquadson, the Salifbury and 
Salifbury’s Prize, came up with and began to engage; the 
commodore himigl{, getting up yery foon afterwards, was 
jul preparing to fire, when the Spaniard hawled down his 
eolours. The vice-admirl himfelf being wounded by a 
{mall thot, died foon after. This prize unk ttpe 
much le[s yalnable than’ was expeéted, Du at 
ing, fox better fecurity,, and through fufpicion, as iv 
ds faid, of hercommander, removedall the public rats 
om board his own ship, fo that only an inconfiderable 
quantity of Ipecie, belonging to private perfons, was found 
amher. Tt appears, from the commodore’s own letter, 
that the {quadron had only one man killed and fix wounded 
inothis encounter ; and Campbell informs us, in a note, 
that although the commodore himfelf, as well as afl Eng- 
i pipers. have areated the for g as an inconh- 
sina a Dutch author i 









two prizes, to- 

gether with their cargoes, were worth onchustdred thoufand 

wenn. The Jefe) took another of the fhips in com 
whic! isto the merchants, mounting twenty- 

Exgins,and -n principally with cocaaand wool. The 

‘other two clgaped. ope 

‘Mr. Littleton learning, from the prifoners 

¢ had chaced 














Board the prize, that the thips he 
wet were thips that’ 






C; 


nd ready t0 fail, 
‘ 
che ates end of 


the 


NAVAL OFFICERS OF OREAT BRITAIN. 4 
i a ea csi a ie Feige eng 


before he received 
se terey Re that the iid a “a 
ing ieee depoled, on oath, before lord 
Archibald an veatae governor of Jamaica, 
that a Fr pee oul e feiccn ie ‘of war, . 


under their 
convoy, had jult before et ites intended, as 
it vrs generly fuppofed, eoaeie Welt India iflands. 

ed by this int race rae 
rau ‘to be totally falfe, Mr. J : 
thined to return to Jetnmcegiat ae co 


ifland ; and monf. Du Caffe, Leen 
tunately for him, got into jeep 
would have been Srapotfible for tao to" Aah ‘efctted, 


Without an a¢tion, had not the Se bee 
thus feduced, to quit its een 
ment, grievous as it mutt have been to "is 
did not entirely blaft his hopes of ftill ruining the French 
armament: he acco returned, and cruifed for 3 
pineal time off the Havannah, but without obtain~ 
happy reward his Brac indefatigable induftry, 


vse me. 
a es had thys failed in the grand 
hopes and withes, Be iene under his com- 


ee ar ee been fo fortunate 
= dees oe ee Nortneg a all 
mance a the fn fate" Hey his conti- 
nuance on fame " 
fe Hovenden Walker ail forconnaeh 
Se cle hed pbeiate as Soon 






* “ He took all the care that was poffible to ol 
eace of the anions of uh galleans, and atthe fame tine fe egies 
act 
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‘on the t july, S 

atime till fd hi 1695, baie aay r ona 
we im, in 

a fourth rate, in the the Mediterranean, eal Ranks 


this Bing ePan aoa Ce clafs eit 
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asa cruifer, after the return of the fieet to . 
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4 being then in with the 
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liz to bring 


7 semneey » that had been 
Teft there at the conclafion of the preceding war, toge~ 
ther with the effe&ts of fuch Englith merchants as were 
there, whofe property, if was feared, the Spaniards 
2 oe io a ae poe of syettes yetween 
‘country an |. Tt required much judgement, 
patience, and, aifiduity, to fulfil this eee ; and 
ain Loades by no means proved himfelf deficient’in 
> He was ordered on no.account to put any thii 
Seen: e to cruife with Pas Ae 
e re to receive on uch property as. 
the merchants hovtd find it convenient, fon. time to 
time, to fendoff.. He was inftruéted allo to caufe fuch 
bee ics a be al being moved with convenience, 
or di 





tobe pp on sard proper vellels, and the remainder 
deftroy ifpofed of eats Spaniards on the bef terms 

“ ‘he could make. 5 +. 
this outline of the bufinefs that was intrufled to 
‘Binn it may eafily be admitted, that thofe requifites which 
we have juit Rated, as neceffary in fo delicate a commif- 
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Se tenets Titdle adh : » from the 
necel a TeMoysty “SU aa ier ae 
could not be taken away. of courle difpofed of to 
them, and at a price*confi a their real value; 
Be eee a ae eafily have a ae could nots 
confidering al circumftances, ly be avoided= 

‘The commodore having peda thus far in his com- - 
miffion, fent, asa conclutive ftroke, avelfel, into the h 
bour of Cadiz, for the purpofe of bringing out two 
hufks which had been uled, during the preceding wary 
Spr eating, down fash Yhiph as foot in veed of toes 
it was impoflible to navigate veffels of that defeription 
back to England, they were towed out to a confiderable 
diftance and there funk, to ent a future enemy From 
deriving any affiftance of the fame nature from them 
‘While the Englith thips layat anchor in the Bay of Bulls, 
where the commodore was obliged, by 2 {trong welterly 
wind to put in, a Erench fquadron, which was driven in 
by the fame inconvenience, appt very anxious to feize 
the firft poffible opportunity of fhewing fome extravagant 
infult to Mr, Loades and his {mall force; this he prudently 
took care to prevent by putting to fea, chuling rather 
‘to brave the’inclemency of the weather, than rifk being 
charged as the firit caufe of a war, by ftaying to receive 
‘that affront which would unavoidably involve his country 
an one. ~ 4 hy 

Soon after the acceffion of queen Anne, captain Loades 
‘was appuinted 10 the ‘Weaslpight, of feventy ie one of 
the fhips fent, towards the end of the year 1702; under 
fir Cloudelley. Shovel, to reinforce fir Gesrge Haake: 
He ferved under the fame admiral, during the following 
year, on his expedition to the Mediterranean ; and when 
‘the fleet was on its return to England, he affifted the 
captains, Nortis and lord » in capturing the 
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tenreck, 
acreer man whole ce he 


d Boe iroal Davari of. 
Bie the poverty of events which attended the naval 
ons of this period We meet with nothing relative 
gentleman worthy of recordin; except that, in 
e was {ent to redliice the town of Denia, while the 
‘body of the flcct was employed ia the fiege of Bar- 
is fervice he effectually performed ; and was, 
tched n» by his felon fir Cloudefley, to 
aoe ninety guns, the thip on, 
‘as commander-in-chicf of 
éan rea hats Was a fatal honour to 
HC re the famemelanchol, 
d his gallant patron, Tt is almoft 
that the Pasta ation was loft, upoa the 
ly, on the 22d of Oétober 170); not one of 
crew furviving this melancholy difalter, ‘w! hich, from 
magnitude and confequence, might be truly called 2 


—was appointed captain of the 
ton or Mast ae 
peg 1 Bia is gentleman, 
; he was one of the meml Piers the 
; da for the trial of fir “Lhomas ae 
umley ded fametin i the eae ee 
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rewarded, not long afterwards, by his promotion to the 
Sapphire, a frigate of thirty-two guns. In this veffel we 
find him principally employed to attend the {mall fqua~ 
dron, under lord Berkeley of Stratton, and fir Cloudefley 
Shovel, his name frequently occurring as the bearer of 
difpatches from thofe commanders*. He wasoceafionally 
detached on different fervices, though of little note, fuch as * 
that of proteéting the fithery off the Dogger Bank, and 
others ofthe fame unenviable kind, 

His diligence and attention to thefe employments, where. 
it was impoilible for him to acquire fame, were not nt 
leéted by thofe who were at the head of the nayal adati= 
niftration, fo that, in the following year, he was promoted 
to the command of a fhip of the line and fent to the Weft 
Indies, where he fell a viétim to that almoft peftilential 
difeafe, which, induced by the change of climate, proved 

efo remarkably fatal, during this year, to fuch @ number of” 
brave commanders. He died on the 4th of June 1697. 

. MORGAN, Willism.—The name of this gentleman 
occurs, as having been appointed commander of the 
Julian Prize, a final frigate, on the roth of March16933 
but no farther mention is ever made of him. 

PETT, Phineas,—The name of this gentleman is well 
known to the naval world, his anceftors 2nd relatives! 
having been, fucceflively, builders of the roysl navy for 
near a cenwry. Captain Pett’s name is, we know not 
why, omitted in all the lifts of commanders we have been 
able to procure; and were it not from our learning, by a 
private memorandum, that he was appointed a captain in 

_ the navy sbour the year 1693+, we thould have purfued 
the 





* He brought the news of the bombardment of Calais, and the (ur 
render of the caftle of Namur. 

+ We find the following honourable mention made of him in « 
letter from Dublin. dated June rhe gth, 1694. 

“ Qu Sacurduy lafl acrived’here the Socildyke yacht, captain Phi~ 
neas Peut commander, from Chefler, whe brought over the lard chan 
cellor Porter, the lord chief jallice Reynel’, and:leveral officers be- 
louging 10 the new regiments now raifing here; the'dey before, there 
came up-with them 2 firip under Oftend colours, carrying fourteen 

: and fix patararoes, but foon after, fhe.put up Brench colours, and 

“ down upon the yachr, asif the would have bosrded her, poured! 
inte her a vollcy of great and mall thot, Captain Pets, who had put 
»Vox.Iil, >” every 
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the fame conduét and alfo Have omitted hint, No other 
particulars relative to him, but that of bis appointment, 
are known, except the extra inferted beneath, which is 
far too honourable a teltimony of his gallantry to be 
omitted. 

RIGBY, Edward,—was, on the 13th of January 1693, 
made captain of the Mermaid firethip. ‘e hear nothing 
of him afterwards till the year 1695, at which time he 
commanded the Dragon of forty guns, one of the fqua- 
dron, under commodore Moody, appointed to efcort the 
outward-bound Turkey feet. While on his paffage up 
the Mediterraneah he took two valuable prizes. No 
other notice is taken of him except, what we would fain 
fupprefs. Conviéted, in the year 1699, of the moft detelt- 
abke of all crimes, he was, mott defervedly, fentenced 
to the molt infamous of all puni(hments, Fifing his na- 
tive country, which might ju(tly difdain to acknowledge 
him for a citizen, he flew into France, where, if it were 
petite for him to fuperadd any thing to the black cata- 
logue of his crimes, he encreafed that horrour and detei- 
tation every man mutt feel againft fo atrocious a charac- 
ter, by entering into the enemy's fervice. , The divine 
vengeance appeared to purfue him thither, for, in the year 
4711, he was taken, by the Hampton Court, aéting at 
that time as fecond captain of the Thouloufe, a French 
thip of war of fifty guns. 

¢ meafure of his offences was not yet complete; he 
found means to get on board a Genoefe fhip laying in the 
harbour of Mahor, whither he was carried as a prifoner, 
and efcaped, for thistime, that juft punithment his accu 
mulated crimes deferved. Neverthelefs, divine juftice is 
faid to have overtaken him at lait, infliéted by the hands 
of thofe to whom he fied for fuccour. The particulars 
relative to his miferable exit are known only by a note 








every thing into a readinefs 10 rereive the enemy, Maid rill they had 
fred, and then pred thew wich five gone he bed bought to bear upon 
them, and with all the fatall thot he could make, both of feamen and 

Tengers, which fo galled the privateer (Feveral of whole men were 
Feen to drop), that fhe tacked and Wood away right before the wind; 
the yacht having loft jn thie rencounter but three mea, who were kil~ 
Jed, by one great thot, in the Gateeruam,"” ‘ 


sinferted 
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inferted in Campbell, which we have fubjoined bencath®. 
To what a flate muft the naval fervice of that country 
have been reduced, which, by any allurement of pro- 
feffional ability, or even the greatelt public advantage 
to be derived from them, cot deign to fofter crimes, 
which even the moft barbarous nations have ever held in 
the utmoft abhorrence. 

RIPLEY, Lionel, —was, on the 26th of January 1693, 
appointed to command the Humber, a new thip of cignty 
guns, juft launched. We believe him, however, to have 
been onlyan ating captain, and not to have taken rank till a 
confiderable time afterwards, for his name is omitted im 
an official lift, bearing date in February 1699, of thofe 
who had ever commanded fhips of the line before that 
time. We find nomention whatever made of this gentle- 
gman, nor haye we even been able to procure any account 
of the fhips he commanded. It is moft probable, for 
fome reafon to us unknown, he never had any command 
after he quitted the Humber. He had a penfion granted 
him, but in what year is not known, as captain of a 
third rate. This he enjoyed till his death, which hap- 
pencil an the tit of April 1725» 

STAPLETON, Robert,—was, on the 13th of Janu- 
ary 1693, appointed commander of the St. Jofeph firethip. 
He is ancl in the fame predicament as the gentleman 
laft mentioned, nothing being known of him but that he 
commanded a two-decked thip at fome unknown period 
during the war. About the year 1701 he was made cay 
tin OF the Jerfey; in which fhip he died, at New York, 
on the 20th of December 1702. 





* The fecond captain of the Thouloufe was one Rigby, an Englith- 
man, who had formerly bore command in our fleet. ‘The admiral 
ordered him to be detained, although, it was faid, he was naturalized 
in France and became a Roman Catholic; but fome way or other be 
found means to efcape, and, it was believed, got om board 2 thip bound 
for Genoa, which lay in the harsour of Mahon, He was iretecred in 
France for hie {kill in the marine, and might, afier this miefortane, 
have palfed his time with cafe at leat, if not reputation, but his e 
pences were fo large, that, at I have been informed, he brought on the 
Jolt reward of a life fowickedly {pent; and is therefore a fic warning (0 
all fuch renegadoes, as prefer the encreafe of their privatc fortune to 
the honour oF welfre of eheir uuu 


Dz STEPNEY, 
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STEPNEY, Thomas,—in 1692, commanded the 
Goodwin Prize, and was, on the 27th of December 
1693, appointed captain, of the Dolphin frigate. Lic 
continued to command this veffel during the whole of * the 
three feeding years, and was principally ftationed as a 
eruifer in the Irith fea, or occafionally employed in con- 
voying the trade from England to Kinfale and Dublin. In 
fuch kind of fervice nothing very interefting could be ex- 
peéted to occur. Towards the latter end of the year 
1696 he was promoted to the Oxford, of fifty guns, and 
fent to Newfoundland with captain Whet{tone, who com- 
manded the Dreadnought. When on their return from 
thence, in the month of Novembes, with a number of 
merchant-thips under their convoy, they encountered a 
dreadful form, in which the two fhips were feparated, 
and the Oxford, with feveral of the convoy fae fee to 
have been compelled to bear away for Cadiz. We ap- 
prehended this information to be, in part, erroneous, and 
that the Oxford was aGually ordered to make for that 
port inflead of returning direétly for England. Be this 
as it may, Captain Stepney arrived fafe at Cadiz on the 
12th of December. ‘ 

Not Jong after his return to England he was removed 
into the South Sea Caftie frigate, and ordered, in the year 
1699, for Jamaica, in company with the Biddeford, com- 
manded by captain Searl.  Thefe two vellels were both 
unfortunately loft on Point Bague, near the ifle of Ath, 
Dur the officers and crew, or at lealt the major part of 
them, were happily favedt. After his return to Eng- 
Tand, on the acceffion of queen Anne, he was appointed 
captain of the Hampshire, of fifty guns, one of the fqua- 
eon fent, ander fir Clondefiey Shovel, to Vigo, towards 
the clofe of the year1702 ; and tothe Mediterranean, under 
the fame admiral, in the following year. In 1704, as 
well as 1705, he was employed to cruife in the Chanacl, 
We hear nothing of him after this time, notwithftanding 
we believe him to have been conftantly in commiffion, and 
moft probably employed in the Mediterranean, till the 





“4 For a thort time, wiring the yeer 1695, he commanded the 
“Dvesdaaighe, ohe of €¢ 0. Shavel iquatvon £4 the Channel, 
+ Some have afierted the captain him{elf was drowned, but this will 
“awidennly appear to be a miftake. 
month 
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month of July 1710, when we are informed, by a MS, 
memorandum, that he was tried by a court-martial, held 
in Barcelona road,. on the 4th. The offence urged 
againft him more refembles a misfortune to be compa{- 

onated, than an offence to be punithed. ‘The particular 
circumftances attending the charge we are ignorant of, | 
knowing only, to fpeak in general terms, that whatever 
it might have been, his conduét was decided to have prov 
ceeded mercly from an error in judgement. He was fen- 
tenced to pay a fine equivalent to nine months pay; but he 
{ili continued in the fervice, and ina few days afterwardé 
fignalifed himfelf in a way that would have totally obfi- 
terated any injury his charaéter might be fuppofed to have 
feted on the former occafion, had that really been the 
cafe. 

Sir John Norris, who then commanded in chief in the 
Mediterrancan, failed from Barcelona on the 19th of July 5 
and haying put into the road of Hicres, found a very va- 
lable French fhip laying there, from Scanderoon, mount= 
ing fifty guns. The enemy had, for better fecurity, 
hawled the velfel clofe in thore, where it was proteéted by 
three very cenfidcrable batteries. Thefe the admiral im- 
mediately ordered to be attacked by a detachment of 
Englith and Dutch frigates, put under the command of 
captain Stepney, The affault commenced, and was con- 
duéted with fo much fpirit and vigour, that the enemy was, 
in avery fhort time, driven out both of the fhip itfelf 
the lower of the three forts, by which it was more 
cularly defended. The boats of the aflailants inftant! 
rowed on board the fhip to take poffeffion ; this the enemy 
had forefeen, and provided for, by laying a train of powder 
to the magazine, with a piece of flow match at the end of it. 
It not being perceived by thofe who boarded the fuppofed 
prize, the an blew up Nery foon after they had entered 
it; by which accident thirty-five of the brave captors were 
either killed or wounded, No mention is ever made of 
captain Stepney after this time; and it is belicved, that 
after the return of the flect to England he retired from the 
fervice, on a fmall fion ; this, however, is not fuf= 
ficiently eftablithed to warrant us in pofitively afferting it, 
He lived many years after this, got dying ti time 


inthe 174% 
we D3 SYMONDS, 


34 LIVES AND CHARACTERS OF 


SYMONDS, George,—from being firlt lieutenant of 
the London; a firft rate, was, on the 19th of Augult 1693, 
appointed captain of the Flame firefhip, as fueceflor to 
taptain Stewart. In the following year he was made 
captain of the Carcals bomb ; from which veffel he was, 
not long afterwards, removed into the Taunder, another 
veffel of the fame defcription, In the month of March 
1695-6, he was ordered to join the fqnadron, under fir 
Cloitdefley Shovel, deftined ‘to attack Calais, and other 
finall French ports. He was by fome accident feparated 
from the admiral, and blown over upon the coaft of 
Holland by a fttong fouth-wefter. A bomb-ketch is, 
perhaps, the leaft calculated of any [pecies of veflel in the 
royal navy for defence againft a naval enemys added to 
this, the ‘Thunder had fuitained much damage ir. the pre- 
ceding gale of wind, when fhe unhappily fell in with two 
French privatcers off the Texel, by which fhe was cap- 
tured, and carried into Dunkirk with auch exultation, 
inconfiderable as were both the honour and value of the 
prize they had taken. 

The charaéter of captain Symonds did not, however, 
fuffer in the fmallcit degree on this occafion. As foon 
as he was exchanged, and his conduct, according to the 
rule of the fervice, had been properly inveftigated v a 
court-martial, he was appointed commander of the 
wich, of fifty guns. In April 1697, he was appointed 
commodore of a finall fquadron, intended to be fent to the 

eft Indies, to convoy the trade thither; but falling in wih 

wadron of French fhips of war, not long after he had 

learcd thei lands of Soilly,thofe thips of his {quadron {whofe 
gallantry and good conduét preferved them from falling 
Thto the hands of the enemy) received fo much damage in 
the encounter, that captain Symonds was compelled to 
ut back with them to Portfmouth. Although in the re~ 

ation which we have fubjoinéd the moft honourable 
account 








‘* Extra of a letter from Port(month, dated May the 1th, 1697- 
His majefly’s hips, the Norwich, Chatham, and Sheernels, who 
(together with the Seaford and Blaze frethip) were convoys to the 
merebant-men that lately failed from hence for the Weft Indies, re= 
tarned to Spithead on the 11th inftant, being difabled and unfit to keep 
thefea, Onibe shine, abou 68 leagues rom Scilly there fells 
will 
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account is given of captain Symonds and his condu& ; 
and although judging merely from that, we find nothing 
but what refleéts Che highel credit on his a@tivity, his pru- 
dence, and his gallantry : yet it appears the court-martial, 
before which his conduct on the foregoing occafion was 
inveftigated, was totally of a different opinion. What 
the inducement might be, docs not appear; but he was dif- 
miffed the fervice. The fentence bears date the 14th ot 
February 1697-8. 

TAYLOR, Thomas, — was appointed commander of 
the Nonfiuch, a fitth rate of thirty-fix guns, on the 2sth of 
November 1693. Nothing can be more irkfome'than the 
total want of information relative to the life of a brave 
and unfortunate man, till we come to defcribe the event 
which put a period to it This is exa@tly the cafe with 
regard to captain Taylor. It is not pofitively known 
cfeniin what lervice the Nonluch as employed during 
the beginning of the year 1694: from fome circumftances 
‘we indeed fuppofe captain Taylor to have been ftationed 
off the coaft of New England, where we know this thip 








with them four French men of war, the bigged of about feventy.guny, 
The (coud of Silly, aad the other two of thiny-fx and tweutylt 
suns; whereupon captain Symonds commander of the Norwich, gave 
the fignal for the Seaford, and Blaze frethip, who were pretty nesr 
him, 38 allo for the headmof merchant-fhips, to bear down with the 
Norwich to the Chatham, and Sheernefs, being then with the rear of 
the merchant-men, which was their flation, About feven o'cl 
the French began to fire; and the Seaford, and Blaze firefhip 
failing very heavily, the firefbip was fr, ken by the two fmaller 
sti Of wat, ail tee two greater tock, the"Scafotd, baving ot doven 
her main-malt before the yielded. ‘They fred very hotly on the 
‘Norwich for two hours and then left her, and inthe afternoon fet the 
Seaford on fire. They kept company with us, but out of gun-fhot, 
All the Sth inflant, we feiling all that time in line of battle. On 
Saturday morning they hore down and fought about three hours, and 
then flood away to purfue the merchant-{hips who ran from the men 
‘of war when they Firlt engaged, and thereby expofed themlelvestothe 
danger they would have avoided by Maying with them. ‘The Norwich 
and Chatham received much damage in the fight, and bad each about 
foriy men killed and wounded; and the commander of the latter baz 
recived fome fmall wounds himfelf. Fiveof the merchant-men who 
bore down to our men of war after the fight was over are come in 
with them a2 alfa a floop, being ane of their feet, which they retook 
‘on the gth,” 
DE i) 
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to have jbeen in the preceding year., In the month of 
January 1694-5, when on his return to England, having 
under his convoy five valuable merchant-ihips from Mal= 
fachufet’s Bay, about feventy leagues to the we(tward 
‘of Scilly, all the thips were feparated in a violent gale of 
wind: they, however, all rejoined on ihe 13th, in the 
morning, except the Firtree, which had been taken a few 
hours before by a French thip of war mounting fifty-fix 
guns, Aboutnoon the famecnemy got up with the Non(uch, 
and found captain Taylor prepared to defend himlelf with 
all the ardour natural to 2 man of gullantry. The engaye- 
ment commenced about one o'clock, and uninterruptedly 
continued, with the utmoft (pirit, till the night approach 
ing they both parted, as it were by mutual confent. 
he Nonfuch was totally prevented, by the damage fhe 
had received in the preceding action, from even endeavour- 
ing to make her efcape,had {uch been the with of her brave 
commander: andthe enemy was too elated with his manifeft 
fuperiarity of force, which was great enough to have en— 
fured a much eafier conquelt over a lefs determined tne, to 
uit a prize which may be faid to have been half obtained, 
hey Fick, contequenity, Eup) cimpany. together during 
the night. The a@ion was renewed with the fame vigour 
at day-break on the 14th; but captain Taylor being un- 
fortunately killed, and the Nonfuch, befides having lot her 
main and mizen-mafts, being otherwife reduced almoft to. 
mere wreck, was compelled to furrender. Soon afterwards 
ther fore-maft came by the board ; fo that the enemy gained 
wery little by their conqueft except the honour, if it is not 
an-abule of the term do call it fo on the prefent occalion. 
TOWNSHEND, Horatio,—was, on the 12th of July 
+1693, made captuin of the Bridget galley ; on the roth of 
‘December following he was promoted to the Queenbo- 
ough frigate. 'No.mention is ever made of him during 
whe time he held the command of either of thele vellels ; 
wor indeed do-we find much after he was promoted to the 
Lynn, of which fhip he wes commander in the month of 
OGober 1696. He was then: employed asa cruifer in the 
‘Britith Channel, and in ocgalic convaying veffels 
to.and from Ircland. ‘Towaxds the latter end of the year 
‘he was fentito she-Weeft Indies, and.died there on the 


32th of March 1698. 
TURVILLE, 
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TURVILLE, Henry,—was appisied captain of the 
Mortar bomb-ketch on the 23d of May £693. ° It appears 
a matter of great doubt, whether he aétually took poft 
from this time. In fome of the admiralty lilts his name 
is given as having rank according to the above date: in 
others he is totally omitted. We have a MS. memoran- 
dum which pretends to give us the date of his firit com- 
miffion, as a polt captain, and that he took rank in 
the Mortar bomb, on the 2gth of February 1707, We 
fhould have been inclined to reje& every other informa. 
tion for this, but that we find him to haye been one of the 
members of the court-martial held for the trial of fir J. 
Munden, in 17025 which plainly proves him to have been 
acaptain before that time. ‘e fincl no mention ever 
made of him except in the inftance jult given. Heis faid 
to have had a penfion granted him of gil. on what ace 

*count we know not; and 10 have died commander of the 
Portland, of fifty guns, on the sth of June 17193 a fin 
gular commend, if true, for fo old an officer. In thort, 
though few incn are lefs known, we hardly meet with any 
perfon whofe life and appointments abound more in pect 
liar fingularitjes. 

VIAT, John,—was appointed captain of the Crefcent 
firethip on the 22d of May 1693, We know nothing 
farther of him, except that he commanded a two-decked 
thip during the peace, moft probably the Pendennis; in 
which vel, accompanying vice-adiniral Benbow tu the 
Welt Indies, he there died, on the 4th of March 1701-2. 

WADE, Cooper,—having becn, in the year 1692, ape 
pointed fecond lieutenant of the Refelution, the thip that 
at that time bore fir Francis Wheeler's flag as comman- 
der-in-chicf in the Weft Indies, was, on the 24th of May 
1693, promoted by that admiral to be commander of the 
Owner's Love firethip. Some have, though improperly, 
fappofed he did not take rank, asa captain in the navy, 
tll the third of January 1695-6. In 1695 he was ap- 
pointed to the Crown of forty-eight guns, and ftationed 
as a cepifer in the Irith Sea. However ill the iene pee 
of his conduét agreed with the earlier tranfaGiions of his 

ife, no man, certainly, during the period of which we are 
now Speaking, could behave with «nore diligence, fpirit, 
and activity. 

9 While 
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While thus employed, he had the good fortune to cap. 
ture feveral privateers which infelted the coaft to the great 
injury of commerce, and was remarkably affiduons in the 
procection of any merchant-thips which he was ordered to 
convoy. His thip being put out_of commiffion at the 
conclufion of the war, he had no fecond »ppointment till 
the year 1701, when he was made capiaia of the Green- 
wich, and fent to the Welt Indies under the command of 
vice-admiral Benbow. His fhameful mifbehoviour in the 
ation with Du Caife’s fquadron, has been already fuifici- 
ently defcribed in the life of Mr. Benb:w; fo that it is 
needlefs to add more, than that being involyed in the fame 
guilt with Mr. Kirkby, he received the [une fentence and 
defervedly experienced ‘the fame fate. He was {hot at 
Plymouth on board the Briftol, te {hip on board which 
he was brought home prifoner from the Welt Indies, on 
the 16th of Apri! 1703. 

WARD, John, (110_—was, in the beginning of the year 
1693, appointed to command the Harp ketch, a fmal! 
vefiel of ten guns, flationed in the enfiuing {pring to pro- 
ted the coaft fifhery from Yarmouth to the Downs. So 
weil did he acquit bimfelf in this trivial occupation, that 
‘on the 4th of Augult ia the fame year, he was promoted 
to the rank of captain, and appointed to command the 
Cambridge, ef cighty guns, a thip which had jutt before 
undergone a thorough repair. Accompanying fir Francis 
Wheeler to the Mediterranean not long afterwards, he had 
the misfortune to lofe his fhip in that hurricane which 
proved fo fatal to fir Francis himfelf, and feveral others of 
the Squadron. Captain Ward, however, had the hap- 
pinels to preferye his own life, as well as the greater part 
‘of thofe under his command. We have not been able to 
difcover to what hip he was afterwards appointed, for we 
have no information relative to him till the year 1698, at 
which time he commanded the Canterbury, one of the {hips 
on the Mediterranean ftation. This veflel returned to 
England about the clofe of the year, and needing fome 
confiderable repairs, was, immediately on her arrival or- 
dered to be difmantled. Captain Ward on this account 
‘became unemployed, and it docs not appear that he ever 
hed any commiffion afterwards, He hed fometime in 


the year 1703, ar 
WY. 
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WYAT, Richard,—was, in the year 1690, appointed 
firit lieutenant of the Mary, a third rate, at tha€ time com- 
manded by Mr. Wright, who was fent to the Welt Indies 
as commodore of the fyuadrou cmployed on that flation. 
On the death of this gentleman the temporary command of 
the thip devolved on Mr. Wyat, who was continued ia 
the fame flation by commodore Wrenn, who fucceeded 
him. His conduét in an engagement with the French 
fquadron, on the 21(t of February 1691-2, proved him, in 
every refpeat, to have merited this confidence and truft; 
for bene attacked by four of the enemy’s thips, he de- 
fended himfelf againit their united ffs with fo much 
fpirit and gallantry*, as to afford Mr. Wrenn fufficient 
time to bear down to his affiftance, and extricate him from 
thofe who already confidered him as a certuin prey. Mr. 
‘Wyat returned to Europe in the month of Augutt follow- 
‘ing, but does not appear to have had any extraordinary 
notice beftowed on him, as we might naturally have ex- 

Sted would have been the cafe from his former gallant 

haviour, till the 6th of March 1693, when he was ad~ 
vanced to the commund of the Roebuck fircthip. Tu the 
month of November following he was promoted to a 
frigate; and from this vcilel was, in the enfuing year, 
made captain of the Royal Ouk of feventy- four guns, one 
of fir C, Shovel’s divifion in the main fieet, After the 
peace at Ryfwvie he was appniated tothe Peazanee of forty 
guns, and fent to the Mediterranean with Mr, Aylmer, 
After the return of the flect from the expedition againft 
Cadiz and Vigo, he was made commander of the Somer- 
fet, of eighty guns; in which fhip he accompanied fir C. 
Shovel, in 1703, to the Mediterranean, being ftationed as 
one of the feconds to fir Stafford Fairborn. He wasaftere 
wards removed into the Winchefler, and died at Leg- 
horn, after the return of the fieet to England, on the 
14th of December 1703, having. been put on hore, in the 
hope of recovering his health, which had long been in 
rather a precarious flate. 














* Lediard in his sccount of this fharp cacounter, notices Mr. Wyat 
ad the other, commanders inthe oft ¢ilingifcd and Bonoarable 
manner, as do all kiflorians who have thought proper to give any 
account of this aftion, 


ACTON, 
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1694 


ACTON, Edward,—was, on the 4th of October 1694, 
appointed captain of the Advice. Such was his ill fortune, 
and the nature of thofe fervices in which he was employed, 
that for many years we do not mest with the fmalleft in- 
formation concerning him, knowing only thet he did com- 
mand a flip of the line during the war, without having 
been able to difcover at what particular time, or in what 
Service he was engaged. During the peace which fuc- 
ceeded it, he appears to have held no commiffion, nor do 
we know any thing about him till the year 1704, at which 
time he commanded the Kingfton, of fixty guns, This 
Ship was one of thofe compoling the main fleet under fir 
George Rooke, which effeéted the conqueft of Gibraltar, 
and in a few days afterwards defeated the French flect 
under the count De Tholoufe off Malaga. - 

In both of thefe entesprifes captain A@on was von- 
cerned: his expenditure of fhot in the firft of them was 
fo great, that before the conclufion of the latter he was 
obliged, merely from want of ammunition, tw quit the 
line. During that part of the aGtion in which he bore a 
fhare, no man could have cxerted himfelf more; for 
though his fhip was among thofe which were the worlt 
calculated in the fleet for fuch an encounter, he had three 
of his officers, and fixty of his crew killed and wounded. 
His condu& was, in common with that of his brave co- 
temporaries who had unfortunately been in the fame pre- 
dicament, enquired into, after his return to England, by 
a court-martial; and it is almoft necdlefs to add, he was 
moft honourably acquitted. As foon_as this event had 
taken place, he was promoted to the Grafton, of feventy 
guns, and fent in the following year to the Mediterranean, 
under the command of Sir Cloudefley Shovel. When 
that admiral returned to England with a part of the fleet, 
captain AGon was orfe of the commanders ordered to. 
continue on the Spanifh ftation, under the orders of 
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firJohn Leake. ‘The circumftances attending this period 
of haval fervice were, in general, very uninterefting. The 
confidence of his adairal, and his particular approbation 
of Mr. Acton’s conduct, both which he acquired in the 
highett degree, neceffarily form every thing we can fay 
concerning him ; for otherwife nothing more material 
‘occurs, than his fhip being one of the ficet fent to Cadiz, 
where fir John Leake hoped to have furprifed the galleons 
in that port, and his having been one of the hoftages ex- 
changed with the viceroy of Majorca, pending the arrange= 
ment of the terms on which that ifland was to be fure 
rendered to the allies. 

‘Towards the end of the yeat r706 the Grafton was 
found to be in fo bad a condition, tiat it was neceflary it 
thould return to England for a repair; which being com 
pleted, captain Aton was ordered, under the command of 

‘commedore Wyld, in the Royal Oak, to convoy to a 
certain latitude, the feet bound to Lifbon and the Wel& 
sAndics. They failed from the Downs on the 1ft of May,. 
‘and had proceeded on their voyage no farther than Dune 
genefie when on the following day they fell in with the 

unkirk fquadron, under the count De Forbin, confiftin, 
of ten-fhips of the line and four finaller veffels. Againt 
thefe very unequal odds captain Aéton, and his brave affox 
ciates, for a long time coniended ; but being at lalt un- 
happily killed, together with a very coufiderable part of 
his crew, this noble fhip was compelled to furrender to 
the enemy ; who, from the fhattered (tate of their prize, 
and their own lofs, might be faid to have gained but little 
advantage from thcir conqueft, except the honour, if any 
vidtory under the circumftances of the prefent, could be 
fuppofed io have conferred one. 

‘ANDERSON, Kenneth,—in the year 1693, ferved as 
fecond lieutenant of the Duke, of ninety guns, at that 
time the flag fhip of rear-admiral Mitchel: he was, on. 
the 1gth of February 1694, promoted to the command of 

harles firethip. Nothing tarther is known of this 
dleman but that he was unhappily killed in the Atma 
Erethip, and the veifel taken on the 18h of April 1697. 
‘We can find no particulars any where related concerning 
this aion, or the lofs of the thip itfelf ; were it not for 
the difagreemen: of the dates, we thould fuppofe the hip 
wo 
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tohave been the Blaze firethip captured on the sth of May, 
as we havé already related in the memoirs of cuptain 


monds. 

SyRRDREWS, I fac, — is a gentleman as little known 
in the fervice as the foregoing. He (erved in the year 
1693, a5 fecond lieutenant of the Sovereign, a firlt rate, 
under rear-admiral Aylmer. He was, on the 4th of De- 
cember 1694, appointed captain of the Rupert Prize. 
He never appears to have attained any higher command 
than that of a frigate, or to have been employed in any 
fervice worth coramemorating, At the commencement 
of the fecond war with France he was appointed to the 
Otter ; in which veffel he had the misfortune to be taken 
by two French frigates, and died in Fronce foon after- 
wards, on the 28th of July 1702. 

BELLWOOD, Roger,—was, on the 17th of January 
1694, appointed captain of the Pembroke. Very few 
particulars are known selative to this gentleman alfo. He 
appears to have been very highly cfteemed both by admiral 
Ruffel and fir Cloudefley Shovel, but particularly the for- 
mer: for having been removed from his command or: fome 
frivolous, and unknown account, Mr. Rullel, ina private 
Ictter written by him to fir Cloudefley, dated the 15th of 
December 1696, highly laments the former treatment of 
captain Bellwood, and hopes, that as officers at that eriti- 
cal time, when a French invafion was impending, were 
much wanted, his conftant forwardnefs to go on any fer~ 
vice which he might be ordered to undertake, would, 
added to his, admiral Ruffel's endeavours, prove a fuff- 
cient recomniendation to procure him a reinftatement in 
command. 

The admiral, in_this hope, defired him to repair 
to fir Cloudefley at Portfrnouth ; nor was he deceived in 
it, for captain Bellwood was, immediately afterwards, ap- 

jointed captain of the Sunderland, and fent to the Welt 
indies under the orders of commodore Mees. This com 
mand proved very unfortunate to him, as well as to many 
others of his worthy cotemporaries, Not long after his 
arrival on his ftation he contracted a bilious fever, which 
at,that time raged with a violence little inferior to a 
peltilence ; and had there been no other impediment to 
the operations of thisfquadron, would have totally prevented 
it 
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it from undertaking any enterprize againft the enemy. 
He died on the 11th of Augutt 1697. : 

BOWLES, Edward, — was appointed captain of 
the Play Prize on the 18th of October 1694, and died in 
the command of the fame veffel, in the Welt Indies, on 
the 13th of January enfuing. 

BRYANT, Thomas, —a charaéter as little known as 
the former, was, on the 12th of February 1694, appointed 
commander of the Falcon, *of thirty-fix guns, and died 
captain ef this veffel on the 1ft of May following, 

CALDWELL, William.—The firft commiflion, as 
far as we have been able to find, that this gentleman ever 
received, was, in the month of April 1693, to be firlt 
lieutenant of the Richmond frigate, which at that time 
was undet orders to proceed for New York. On the 
22d of January 1694, being almoit immediately after his 
seturn, he was promoted to the command of the ake 
a fixth rate, of twenty-four guns. No other merffion is 
Toade of him till toward the end of the year 1695, when 
‘we find him commanding the Anglefea, at that time em- 
ployed on the Irith tation. He continued captain of this 
thip, and (fome trivial intervals excepted) in the fame 
quarter, till the conclufion of the war, having by his dili- 
gence and ativity captured many prizes, fome of them 
Privateers of no inconliderable force. 

This thip being put out of commiffion at the conclu- 
fion of the war, he does not appear to have been re-ap- 
pointed to any fhip till after the acceffion of queen 
‘Anne, when, on the return of the fleet from the expedi- 
tion againft Vigo, he was appointed to command the 
Torbay of eighty guns. He ferved in this thip, on the 
Mediterranean flation, during the two following years, 
firft under the command of fir Cloudefley Shovel, and 
afterwards of fir G. Rooke. At the battle off Malaga he 
very eminently diftinguithed himfelf as one of the feconds 
to rear-admiral Byng, It is no lefs fingular than true, 
that we find no mention whatever made of this gentle- 
man after the above-mentioned time. His having been 
employed, during the remainder of the war, principally, 
if not entirely on the Mediterrancan ftation, may, pro- 
bably, account for this uninterefting interval. Wi 

ec 
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We find, in fhort, no notice taken of him, after this 
time, till he was advanced to the rank of rear-admiral of 
the white, a promotion which took place on the rath of 
February 1716. In the month of March, im the follow- 
ing year, he was appointed fecond in command of 2 
powerful fieet, at that time fitting for the Baltic, under 
the command of fir George Byng; and on this account 
was promoted to be rear-admiral of the red. The 
Gemplexion of the times rendered it expedient to dif- 
patch fir George before the whole of his force was equip- 
ped ; and it docs not appear tha: Mr. Caldwell accompa- 
nied him, as war intended. He did not long furvive his 
hatter advancement, dying on the 17th of October 1718. 

CHANT, Edward, — in 1693, commanded the Ald- 
Bérough ketch, a veffel of ten guns, on the New York 

vation. He is faid, in two or three MS. papers, to 
have gaken rank, asa naval commander, from the 27th 
of 1691 ; but we can find no certain proof of his 
having held any commiffion, entitling him to it, till he 
‘was, on the 2oth of January 1694, appointed commandes 
of the Charles galley. We find nothing related of him, 
during the reign of king William, except that, in 1695, 
he commanded the Norwich, of fifiy guns, one of the 
fhips employed in the German Ocean, and under the or- 
ders of fir Ciondefley Shovel, in his feveral little exnedi~ 
tions undertaken again{t the French ports. During the 
peace he held no commiffion. After the acceffion of 
queen Anne, the firft information we have received relative 
to him is, that, in 1706, he was appointed to command the 
Kingfton, in which fhip he died, in the following year, 
at Jamaica. 

CLEASBY, Thomas,—ferved as firft lieutenant of the 
Albemarle, of ninety guns, in the year 1693. On the 
26th of May, 1694, he was promoted to be commander 
of the Vulture fircthip. ‘¢ hear nothing of him aftcs 
this time till we find hinr captain of the Mary galley, 
fifth rate, one af the (hips fent, in 1697, under captain, 
afterwards fir John Norgis, to Newfoundland ; but being 

‘on forme particular fervice, was not one of that 
famous council of war which, out-voted by the land- 
officers, determined to wait the attack of the: French in the 
hasbour of St. John’s, "He never appears to have attained 

the 
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the command of any fhip fuperior to the Mary during the 
reign of king William; nor 1s it known what fhip he was 
captain of, or in what fervice he was employed, after the 
acceffion of queen Anne. He retired from the fervice 
towards the clofe of that reign, and was appointed a cap- 
tain in Greenwich-hofpital in the year 1714: having held 
this appointment four years, he was promoted to be lieu 
tenant-governor of the fame, an advancement he did not 
Jong live to-enjoy, dying on the 23d of July in the fame 





year. 

CLEMENTS, George,—was appoigted third lieute- 
nant of the Viory, a firft rate, in 1693. He was pro- 
moted, on the 18th of July 1694, to be captain of the 
Effex prize. It was his misfortune to be employed on 
fuch unprofitable fervices that no mention whatever is 
made of him during the reign of king William; nor did 
he ever, for the fame period, command any fhip larger than 
a fifth rate. We are alfo peric@ly in the dark both as to 
dhe veffels he commanded and the fervices as particu= 
Tarly engaged in, till we find him, in the beginningof 1707, 
commander of the Hampton Court, of feventy guns, The 
obvious remark, which we have already had too frequent 
occafion to make, we mut here again repeat, that it has 
been the unhappy fate of a multitude of brave men, to be 
almoft totally, unnoticed, till the nation, informed of the 
various circumftances which led to their deaths, then. firft 
lamented the worth that had been, as it were difregarded, 
and condemned its own ingratitude for the innocent 
neglect. ; 

‘About the latter end of April, in the year juft men- 
tioned, captain Clements was ordered to put himfelf 
under the command of captain Baron Wylde, of the 
Royal Oak, who was appointed commodore of the con- 
yoy fent with the outward-bound fleet to Portugal, and 
the Welt Indies. The feveral general circumftances 
preceding the fight, as well as thofe which happened after 
it had commenced, have be=n already fufficiently related 
in thelives of captain Wyld * and captain Acton ; but there 





js a material occurrence attending the death of captain 
Clements too fingular, and curious to bt omitted. He 
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was mortally wounded by a thot in the belly, which he 
received fome time after the engagement began; but, 
neverthelefs, in that dangerous and difsbled late conti- 
nued the fight with the ntmoft refolution, till he himfelf 
was become fo faint with the anguith of his wound and 
lofs of blood, as to be totally incapable of farther exer- 
tions. His ship was by this time alo, reduced to a mere 
wreck, and two hundred of the crew, among whom were 
the greateft part of the officers, killed or wounded, fo that 
the furrender was inevitable. | Soon afier the enemy had 
entered their newly-acquired and dearly-carned prize, a 
young midihipman, whofe name we very much lament 
@ut inability to recover, taking an opportunity of the 
‘confufion which prevailed at that time, and the greater 
attention of the enemy to the plunder than the care of their 
prifoners, caufed his poor dying commander to be con- 
veyed through a port-hole into the longboat, which hap- 
pened to be a-ftern. He himfelf followed, with feven 
others of the cre ‘hey concealed themfelves under the 
thwarts, a well as they could, till the Hamptoa Court, 
and the enemy's {quadron had drifted fo far with the Hood 
as to render it fafe for them to take to thelr oars, when 
by a very happy, but almoft incredible exertion, they 
reached Rye on the 34 of May, the day after the unfor- 
tunate encounter jult mentioned. Capigin Clements 
died in the boat. 

CLEVELAND, William, — commanded the Dili- 
gence brig in the year 1693: he was promoted from this 
veffel to be a captain in the navy, and appointed to the 
Catherine (tore-thip on the rath of February 1694. In 
the following year we find him commanding the Medway, 
of fixty guns, and employed in the Channel {quadron, 
under the orders of lord Berkeley of Stratton, and fir 
Cloudefley Shovel. In the senting: winter he went out 
to the Mediterranean under commodore Moody, who was 
fent to convoy the outward-bonnd Turkey and Streight’s 
ficet to their feveral places of deftination, On hisveturn 
to England in the fummer, after this fervice was executed, 
he was ordered to cruife in the Channel, and met with 
Confiderable fuccefs ig capturing feveral of the enemy's 
privateers, both on this and the [rith ftation, ‘whither he 
‘was foon afterwards fent. He continued on the Trith 

Station 
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ftation as long as the war continued; and on the goth of 
April 1697, effe&ted a much more confequential fervice 
to his country than any we have hitherto feen him per- 
form. He fell in with a large French private (hip of 
war, abvnt eighteen leagues to the north-welt of Scilly. 
This vellel, which was of a force little inferior to a {hip 
of the linc, mounted fifty carriage guns, and had more= 
over ten or twelve patararves, with a chofen crew of near 
four hundred men. It was called the Pontchartrain, and 
being a remarkably fult {ailing veffel was not overtaken 
till after a very long chace. The Medway at lait getting 
up; began the aétion about fix o'clock in the morning, 
witha very [pirited cannonade, which the enemy little 
relifhing, attempted to give a fudden turn to the contelt, 
hy bourding captain Cleveland and attempting to decide 
the conteit hand to hand. The French commander, 
notwithftanding the favourable opinion he had entertained 
a the vigour and prowefs of his crew, was difappointed 
h the hope he had formed on this occafion. He experi- 
enced fiv determined a refifiance, that he was obliged to 

fliecr off and dgcide the contett in the ordinary manner. 
The engagement was maintained, at the diftance of 
mutket-fhot, with the greateft {pirit and bravery on both 
fides for near three hours, when dic French feeling at latt 
their inferiority, attempted to efeape. This the Medway, 
= who, comparatively {peaking, had fuftained but little 
damage in the contell, took care to prevent, and, after a 
thort, but ineffeétual lait effort, the enemy's {hip was con- 
tent to furrender about ten o'clock, having had near fifty 
Ket her crew Killed, and almoft as many defperatcly 
pounded ; while on the other hand the lofs of the Medwy 
mounted only to five men killed, and ten or twelve 
wounded, few of them dangeroufly. The Medway was 
put out of commiffion foon after the peace at Ryfwic, 
and captain Cleveland had no ‘other commiifion till after 
the acceffion of queen Anne, when he was appointed to 
the Montague. In this fhip he accompanied fir Clou- 
defley Shovel to Vigo, and was afterwards appointed one 
of the convoy to the homeward-bound Oporto, fleet. He 
yeturned to England with his chargé about the latter end. 
of Janiiery, and inthe beginning of March following was 
ordered to accompany, to 2 Certain latitude, vice-admiral 
Ea Graydon 


